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Gorbachev Could Be the One to Find Wallenberg 


By Biu Paul 
To: Mikhail S. Gorbachev 
The Kremlin, Moscow 
Seize the moment, Mr. Gor haehrv. Now 
that Andrei Gromyko Jtu retired, order a 
search for Raoul Wallenberg . the Swedish 
dlp/omaf who raved thousand* of Jew* 
from the Nails. 

It was Mr. Gromyko who fold the world 
in 1957 that Raoul Wallenberg had died of a 
heart attack In a Soviet prison In 1947. As 
long as Mr. Gromyko wai In power, you of 
course had to tread lightly on the Issue of 
whether Mr. Wallenberg might still be 
alive, as many eyewitnesses have claimed 
over the years. 

But I believe lhat you- unlike Mr. Oro- 
myko and the heads of state he served, In* 
eluding Josef Statin -don't think Mr, Wsl- 
lenberg was a spy. Your prime minister, 
Nikolai Ryihkov, said In t «|*ech in Stock- 
holm a few months sgo that Mr. Wallen* 
here was a great humanitarian. 

From news reports, I know you re- 
cently had s hand In construction of a 
new monument to Mr. Wallenberg In Buda- 
pest, the city where he performed his mir- 
acle, Your predecessors ordered the origi- 
nal monument removed to a provincial 
pharmacological college, where It standi 
today without identifying marks. 

I further know from press reports that 
your government is concerned shout its 


own unreiumed heruvs -prisoners of war 
whom Afghan resistance fenders have ack- 
nowledged holding. That's a far cry from 
the days when the Stalin regime had re- 
turning Russian POWs shot on the docks of 
Odessa because, hi Stalin** view, a Rus- 
sian soldier who allowed himself to b* 
taken prisoner was a traitor, 

Pleise find Mr. Wallenberg, Mr. Oorbfl* • 
efiev. As his brother noted in a speech In 
Philadelphia one year ago. Raoul Wallen- 
berg may be buried alive In your prison 
system, a name- 
less inmate who 
even you, Mr. Gor- 
bachev, mny think 
died km* ago. 

Mr. Gorbachev, 
there's no fluesttofl 

K r predecessor* 
abend what 
happened o Mr. 
* > Wallenbo'#, Jn 

c A. 1WT, ^-Soviet 

deputy foreign 
minister Andrei 

is netln the Soviet Union, "and that "he 
is unknown to os." Bui then, hi annmincrng 
Mr. Wallenberg's death In 1957, Mr. Gro- 
myko said Mr. Wsllenberr had In fact 
been a Soviet prisoner in 1*47. So why 
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when Mr. aromyho says, as he did m i«7. 
that Mr. Wallenberg died of a heart attack, 
should we-or you- believe him? 

Recent press reports hive noted thst 
you've already got the KGB trying to find 
out what happened to the victim* of Sta- 
lin's purges ao that today the victims' rela- 
tives might find some Inner peace. To find 
Mr. Wallenberg, you might want to start at 
the Btofovasbcftenkt labor camp, where a 
new book by Swedish author Ketm# Fant 
says Mr, Wallenberg was seen in tt» by 
"a very trustworthy source/* 

To milliotisof people, Raoul Wallenberg 
f* a hero, a courageous humanitarian who 
stared down the Nasts-who were your en- 
emy as well as ours, Mr. Gorbachev. 

And, while you're searching for Mr. 
Wallenberg, ptewe sl» swrch tor the 
many German. Italian, French and other 
POWs from World War S! whom your pre- 
decessors wouldn't release after the war. 
Indeed, your predecessors wouldn't even 


cooperate with a United Nations commjr 
slon that, between t*» and 1997, tried un- 
successfully to get your nitton to return 
voluntarily these thousands of min. 

1 think you'll even find some American 
soldiers there, too. 

Mr. Paul, a reporter in the Journal's 
New York bureau, An* written prtviouily 
an effort* to loenle mitnino V.K toMim. 







